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Italian Government’s 
urgent measures to 
contain the coronavirus 
outbreak in the whole 
Country 
 

1. Background 

On March 9, 2020 the Italian Government 
approved by decree the urgent measures indented 
to contain the spread of the coronavirus outbreak 
within the whole Country (the Decree). 

The Decree has extended to the entire national 
territory the set of measures originally applying to 
certain areas only (called “red / orange zones”, 
namely those areas located in Northern Italy 
mostly affected by the coronavirus spread1) that 
had just been introduced by the previous decree 
passed on March 8, 2020.  

 

2. Content and nature of #I-stay-at-
home measures 

Instead of a Wuhan-style lockdown, the 
Government opted to impose partial travel 
restrictions and social distancing by banning any 
social events and gathering, thus keeping people 
away from one another.  

Mr. Conte, Chairman of the Government, clearly 
appealed to Italy’s sense of civic duty, saying: “The 
right decision is to stay home.” 

The restrictions set forth in the Decree apply to the 
whole Country, in order to have the same rules for 
the entire national territory, and avoid any 
development of regional and local rules. 

We have described below the main restrictions 
which may have an impact on company’s business.  

 
1 Region of Lombardy and provinces of: Modena, Parma, 
Piacenza, Reggio Emilia, Rimini, Pesaro, Urbino, Alessandria, 
Asti, Novara, Verbano-Cusio-Ossola, Vercelli, Padua, Treviso, 
Venice. 
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a) MOBILITY 

Any movement of physical persons within, 
into and out of any Municipality of the entire 
national territory, is banned except for any 
movement based on (i) proven work demands 
or (ii) significant needs or (iii) health grounds.  

The existence of any relevant exemption can 
be certified by self-declaration which shall be 
true (delivery of false declarations is a criminal 
offence).  

The Decree does not entail neither the halt 
of the production and working activities, nor 
the blockage of transports or the circulation 
of goods from, to and throughout the 
concerned areas.  

This means, in substance, that going to work 
is allowed, especially for those employees 
performing activities which cannot be 
rendered via smart working and require the 
physical presence of employees at the 
company's site. It is recommended that the 
self-statement proving the work demand is 
provided by the employer in favor of its 
employees. The rule and related exemptions 
apply also to cross border workers. 

Transports and circulations of goods are 
allowed. Airports and railway stations are 
open and functioning (although some flying 
companies opted to cancel part of their 
flights). 

People are permitted to return to their 
domicile, home or place of residence. 

Persons with respiratory infection and fever 
(over 37.5 °C) symptoms shall stay at home, 
limit social situations as much as possible, and 
refer to their doctor. 

Persons who have been subject to quarantine 
or tested positive for the coronavirus are 
absolutely prohibited from moving from 
home. 

b) WORK 

Employers in the public and private sector are 
recommended to encourage - during the 
effective period of the Decree - employees to 
take ordinary leave and holiday leave periods. 
Whenever possible, remote meeting tools 
should be adopted for conducting meetings 
and smart working should be enabled.  

Ordinary leaves for health and technical 
professionals shall be suspended. 

c) COMMERCIAL BUSINESSES AND CATERING 
ACTIVITIES 

Restaurant and bar activities are permitted 
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. only, and the operator 
shall ensure compliance with the 
interpersonal safety distance of at least one 
meter. The breach is sanctioned by 
suspension of the business license. 

All other commercial activities are permitted, 
provided that the operator ensures measures 
for properly limiting and monitoring access or 
in any case appropriate measures to avoid 
concentration of people. The breach is 
sanctioned by suspension of the business 
license. 

On public holidays and days before a public 
holiday, medium- and large-sized retail shops 
are closed, as well as retail business 
establishments within shopping malls and 
markets. The breach is sanctioned by 
suspension of the business license. This 
restriction does not apply to pharmacies, 
chemists' shops and food retail stores. 

d) EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

Educational and nursery services for children 
and face-to-face teaching activities in schools 
and educational establishments of all types 
and at all levels, including schools of higher 
education, Universities, vocational courses, 
Master's degree programs, courses for health-
care professions and elderly universities, as 
well as courses and training activities carried 
out by other public bodies and private entities 
shall be suspended. This is without prejudice 
to the possibility of carrying out distance 
training and e-learning activities. 

Public and private public selection processes, 
as well as examinations of professional 
competence at Motorizzazione civile 
(Department of Motor Vehicles) offices, shall 
be suspended.  

e) SPORT ACTIVITIES 

Events and sporting competitions of all types 
and disciplines in public and private places 
shall be suspended (the national football 
championship is suspended). Use of sport 
facilities, with no access by the public, is 
allowed exclusively (i) for athletes of national 
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interest acknowledged by CONI training for 
Olympic, national or international games, and 
(ii) for international events and sport 
competitions only. Outdoor sports are 
allowed to the extent compliance with the 
interpersonal safety distance of at least one 
meter is ensured. 

The activities of gyms, sport centers, pools, 
wellness centers, thermal centers (except for 
the granting of services within the essential 
levels of care), cultural, social, and 
recreational centers shall be suspended.  

Cableways in ski areas shall be closed.  

f) GATHERINGS AND/OR DEMONSTRATIONS, 
EVENTS, LEISURE, AND PLACES OF WORSHIP 

All  gatherings and/or demonstrations and all 
events in public or private places (indoor and 
outdoor), shall be suspended, included 
cultural, recreational, sporting, religious 
events and trade-fairs, even when they are 
carried out at closed locations that are 
accessible to the public, such as shows, 
cinema, theatres, pub, dancing schools, bingo, 
discotheque and similar places, and any 
activity carried out therein shall be suspended. 

Churches and places of worship opening is 
subject to operator shall ensure compliance 
with the interpersonal safety distance of at 
least one meter. Religious and civil 
ceremonies, including burial ceremonies, shall 
be suspended. 

Museums and cultural institutes are closed.  

 
3. Entry into force and duration 
The Decree shall be valid from March, 10 to April 
3, 2020, being understood that for the “red zones” 
mentioned above the measures apply as of March 
8, 2020.  

 
4. Judicial activity 
By separate decree adopted on March 8, 2002, the 
Government ruled – with few exceptions - the 
automatic postponement of court’s hearings after 
March 22, 2020, and suspended any related 
judicial terms.  

Court holiday period rules shall apply to 
accounting and administrative proceedings up to 
March 22, 2020. 

5. Expected measures 
We do not exclude that more severe restrictions 
may be introduced in the next few days in case the 
outbreak of the virus will significantly continue. 
An ongoing debate is taking place among the 
central Government and the Regions to monitor 
the situation in real time and evaluate, if needed, 
specific local measures. 

Further, economic and financial measures aimed at 
relieving the effects of the economic turndown are 
as well under discussion by the Government and 
should be approved soon.  

Specific focus on major issues related to new 
measures and laws will be dealt with in our 
dedicated help-desk page (see below) and 
additional newsletters. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CBA has set up a specific help desk of 
professionals to answer and advise on any legal 
and tax matter related to the #Coronavirus 
outbreak. 
 
More info at: https://lnkd.in/etdW3Gq 
Email cba@cbalex.com or call + 39 02 778061 

https://lnkd.in/etdW3Gq
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Phone +39 06 89262900 
Fax +39 06 89262921 
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Phone +39 049 0979500 
Fax +39 049 0979521 
 

30135 VENICE 

Santa Croce, 251 - Palazzo Condulmer 
Phone +39 041 2440266 
Fax +39 041 2448469 
 

80539 MUNICH 

Ludwigstraße 10 
Phone +49 (0) 89 99016090 
Fax +49 (0) 89 990160999 

 
 
Disclaimer 
The information contained in this document is of a general nature only, and shall not be 
regarded as an exhaustive review or opinion; nor will any tax or legal advice provided or 
the views expressed herein, relieve you from seeking a professional advice in relation to any 
of the issues described hereunder. As a consequence, this document does not constitute (nor 
may it otherwise be construed as) a legal or tax advice, nor shall it be howsoever deemed 
to replace a specific legal or tax advice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


